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COMMANDER’S CORNER 

Welcome to a new calendar year 

and the last five months of our 

Fiscal year. 

I am pleased to say that The 

American Legion Flagler Post 

115 is running like a well-oiled 

machine! 

Our meeting programs are filled 

with informative information and 

as always great camaraderie 

through July. 

Our Executive Committee is 

focused on making sure the Post 

operates within our Constitution 

and By-Laws as well as always 

in support of the 4 Pillars of The 

American Legion. 

I want to thank all of you that 

maintain your membership as it 

is a huge factor when we lobby 

in D.C.! 

Many thanks to all of you for 

your participation in the Post - be 

it meeting attendance, Lollipop 

Drive, Committee Member, 

Color Guard, etc. 

Flagler Post 115 is making a 

name in Flagler County thanks to 

your efforts in helping the 

Community! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big WELCOME HOME to 

David Lydon as he returns from 

his deployment in the Middle 

East! 

The Dept. of FL Convention is 

coming June 25-28 in Orlando 

and is open to all Post members 

so please think about attending. 

I look forward to seeing you all 

our monthly meetings and about 

town. 

For God & Country, 

David S Hammond CMDR 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday April 11, 2020 

2020 ANNUAL POST 115 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

4-6 PM @ VFW POST 8696 

$10 PER PERSON 

 

 

 

 
1st VC Joe Pepin cooking eggs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recruit three (3) new members 

and earn “A Foundation for the 

Future Pin”. 

www.legion.org/commander/pin 

 

Many thanks to Matanzas 

JROTC Cadets and Sgt Troy 

Caraballo for their effort in 

making our breakfast a success! 

 

 
Matanzas JROTC helping 

@Post 115 Family Breakfast 

 

COLOR GUARD NEWS! 

Post 115 Color Guard 

performs at many activities 

such as funerals, local 

parades, churches, 

gatherings, sports events, 

ceremonies, grand openings, 

etc. to properly post the Colors 

giving our national symbol, 

“The American Flag”, the 

honor it deserves. 

The Color Guard is looking for 

at least two more members 

Centennial 

Flagler American Legion Post 115 
Serving Flagler’s Veterans since 1937 

Flagler Sons of the 
American Legion Squadron 115 

Flagler 

American 

Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 

115 

Legion Krier 

Feb – Mar 2020 

Editor: Gary M Owens 

http://www.legion.org/commander/pin
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who would like to join us and 

uphold America’s traditions to 

honor Veterans and our Flag.    

We expect to have a busy 

year; therefore, come join us. 

If interested in joining, contact 

SGT @ Arms Edward Beier, 

386-445-0831 or 

edwardbeier@aol.com. 

 

 
Post 115 Color Guard July 4, 2019 

Flagler Beach Parade 

 

A Bit of Legion History 
Jan. 7, 1927: Originally sponsored by 

George L. Giles American Legion Post 87 in 

Chicago and known as the South Side Giles 

Team, the all-black basketball stars who 

would become the Harlem Globetrotters 

make their debut in a game at Hinckley, Ill. 

Later sponsored by the Savoy Ballroom and 

known briefly as the “Savoy Big Five,” the 

Harlem Globetrotters would go on to 

entertain more than 144 million fans in 122 

countries worldwide. 

 

 

 
ALR Chapter 115 Jan 18 2020 

In Palatka 

  

ADJUTANT’S INPUT 

So many thanks to all of you for 

your membership renewals!!! 

We are now over 95% - BUT we 

should already be 100%! 

MEMBERSHIP is what drives 

our Programs, our Legislative 

Outreach, our impact on Our 

Community. 

Perhaps you know a fellow 

Veteran that does not belong to 

our Post – please pass our 

message along! 

Membership Applications are 

always available @ 

www.FlaglerPost115.org and at 

every meeting. Also call 386-

585-5302. 

Please join us at our next 

meeting, the 2nd Monday of 

every month @ the VFW Post 

8696, 6pm. We have so much to 

share and so many reasons to 

enjoy each-others’ company – 

plus the great Potluck dinner!  

I returned from the 2020 Florida 

American Legion College in 

Orlando Jan 23-25 and have 

learned so much about The 

American Legion. I want to 

thank you all for the opportunity 

to attend this leadership program 

and I look forward to many years 

of service to Post 115 and The 

American Legion! 

 

 
2020 Florida American Legion College 

 

I will be sharing with all of you 

in the coming months ways that 

we may continue to Serve 

Veterans, Serve Our 

Community, Serve Our Youth as 

Future Leaders, and Maintain 

Our Country’s Defense. 

I have to say that I am extremely 

proud to Be a Veteran and to 

represent Post 115 and The 

American Legion.  

For God & Country, 

Gary M Owens, ADJ 

 
POW/MIA Update This week, the 

Defense POW/MIA Accounting 

Agency made 5 new announcements. 

Click on the links to read more: News 

Releases January 09, 2020 Pilot 

Accounted For From Vietnam War 

(Ward, N.) January 10, 2020 Marine 

Accounted For From World War II 

(Wiesehan, L.) January 13, 2019 

Soldier Accounted For From Korean 

War (McCollum, W.) Pilot Accounted 

For From World War II (Twedt, L.) 

 

WHY IS SOCIAL MEDIA 

IMPORTANT?  

 

 

Recruiting 

In 2020 prospective 

members rely more and 

more on social media to 

locate and contact an 

American Legion Post.  

For Example, I typed in, 

“american legion palm coast,” 

on the search box and below 

is the result. 

mailto:edwardbeier@aol.com
http://www.flaglerpost115.org/
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The first result was the 

website, FlaglerPost115.org.  

Notice that it displayed 

current information about the 

4 Chaplains Ceremony. 

However, the very next 

result was our Facebook 

page.  This is important 

because according to Pew, 

about 69% of adults have a 

Facebook account.  They are 

probably more likely to visit 

our Facebook page to see 

what people say about our 

post.  Also, they are more 

likely to find CURRENT data 

because Facebook (FB) is a 

two-way platform while a 

website is only one-way.  The 

website is usually reliable for 

location and other static 

information while Facebook 

is interactive.  The most 

important consideration for 

both is that they are 

maintained frequently. 

Retention 

Once you have established 

a Facebook presence and 

have committed to 

maintaining it, members must 

be encouraged to follow it.  

Below are some tips: 

1.  Promote your FB page at 

every opportunity, 

newsletters, emails, and 

other media such as your 

website. 

2.  Post daily; events, 

articles of interest.  

Relevancy is important but be 

broad in your approach. 

3.  Follow other relevant 

pages.  You will receive posts 

regularly by following 

relevant FB pages of other 

VSOs, city, county, other 

American Legion Posts, and 

members.  This will give you 

plenty of interesting “stuff” to 

share. 

4.  Manage privacy settings.  

Be sure your settings are 

“public” so their FB users can 

spread the word by sharing 

your posts. 

5.  Use the features such as 

“events” and advertising to 

ensure timeliness and reach 

more followers. 

The FB page, American 

Legion Post 115” reached 

1,880 people between 

January 9 – 15 and since 

December 15 has received 

422 “likes.” 

More and more, people of 

all ages are “connected.”  

They engage one another 

with social media because it 

is easy and discretionary.  

Use social media to both row 

the post and retain members! 
 

LAS PALMAS VISITS? 

Can you join member Ted 

Listing getting together the 3rd 

Saturday @ 10am every month 

with veteran residents? 

 

 

DAYTONA VA CLINIC 

Members Gary McNamara and 

Ray York volunteer offering 

coffee and fruit @ the VA Clinic 

off of Mason Blvd. 

Please offer to help out if you 

have an few hours once a month 

on a Tuesday! 

 

 

Chaplains Corner 

So many of you helped 

produce our Four Chaplains 

service.  Which was 

AWESOME!  If I tried to thank 

them all I am sure I would forget 

at least one.  So please accept my 

sincere appreciation and a great 

big ‘Thank YOU’. 

Have you ever stopped and 

thought about your last days?  As 

we get older, I am sure some of 

you think about that 

occasionally.  At least I do.  

However, I am exposed to a little 

more illness and death than some 

since I am your Chaplain.   

Did you know God has already 

settled where you go when life 

ends?  Some say He has written 

the last chapter of our lives.  

1Peter 1:3 & 4 states: “Now we 

live with great expectation, we 

have a priceless inheritance – an 

inheritance that is kept in heaven 

for you, pure and undefiled, 

beyond the reach of change and 

decay.”  You see if you are a 

‘believer’ you have a reservation 

for a place in heaven. 

Believers live with 

‘expectation’.  When we expect 
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something, we get excited.  For 

instance, when we are expecting 

a package in the mail.  We watch 

the mail with ‘expectation’.  On 

Christmas or birthdays, we get 

excited while waiting.  At least 

we did when we were younger.  

Therefore, we should be excited 

when we make a choice to 

follow Jesus.  Scripture teaches 

us the first step is believing.   

Scripture also says when we 

become believers, we have 

received a priceless inheritance.  

An inheritance is something we 

did not earn or deserve.  We 

normally receive an inheritance 

as a gift.  An inheritance also is 

given to someone who is part of 

the family.  God has the keys to 

heaven, and we know He gives 

them to whomever ‘believes’.  St 

Paul says we are ‘adopted’ as 

children of God.  Therefore, we 

can inherit ‘heaven’! 

So, I would ask you to be 

excited every day!  You are part 

of the family you are a 

Legionnaire.  Here at Post 115 

we see ourselves as ‘family’.  

You have sisters and brothers 

here who care about you.  Please 

get to know someone new at 

each meeting.  Sit with them and 

eat supper together.  This is a 

friendly organization and you 

could be part of making it 

greater.  I pray our Lord bless 

you! 

For God and Country 

Frank Boone 

 

FROM OUR DEPLOYED 

TROOPER 

I asked Post 115 member Lt. 

Col. David Lydon, USAFRES 

for his input regarding his recent 

6-month deployment to the 

Middle East, his response 

follows: 

As I approach the end of my 

deployment, I am grateful for 

the opportunity to serve and 

be with thousands of fellow 

patriots. As the Air Reserve 

Component Deputy Advisor to 

the USAF Commanding 

General in US Air Force 

Central Command, I traveled 

with my team leader Colonel 

Justin Wagner, Iowa Air 

National Guard to 22 separate 

bases and / or locations in 

Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, 

United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, 

Jordan and Saudi Arabia. We 

met with more than 4,000 

Airmen and senior leaders to 

see how the deployment was 

going. What we found was 

that Reserve, Guard and 

active duty troops are working 

together in harmony. 

Commitment to the mission is 

excellent, and often the more 

austere the location, like in 

Syria, the higher the morale. 

The folks back home should 

be, and I know they are, 

proud of their Armed Forces. 

There are also thousands of 

civilian contractor Americans 

over here supporting our 

troops and our country. They 

are proud and sacrifice much 

to be here too, often for 

several years at a time. Many 

of them are veterans. The 

American Legion has a 

bumper crop of great 

Americans to recruit from, and 

hopefully will find new and 

innovative ways to reach 

them. I’ve found that many 

younger servicemembers do 

not know much about the 

Legion or the other service 

organizations. There’s no time 

like the present for the Legion 

to market a national push for 

younger veterans and those 

currently serving. There’s a lot 

of talent out there!! 

See you all real soon, 

David Lydon, Lt Col, USAF 

Editor’s note: 

So many thanks to David for his 

sacrifice to God & Country! 

 

 

Many thanks to our KRIER 

Boosters 
2/17 1/20 Nancy R Stacey 

6/17 5/20 James Canfield 

8/15 7/20 Gregory & Linda 

Hansen 

10/17  9/20 Leonard&Jeanette 

Sampson 

1/16 12/20 David& Catherine 

Hammond 

2/19 2/21 Ruby Saffell 

6/19 6/21 Bryant & Brenda 

Thorpe 

6/17 5/22 John & Chris 

Mendez 

8/19 8/20 Ken & Dorothy 

Wall 

8/19 8/20 Lois M Andrs 

8/19 8/21 Gary & Kathy  

Owens 

1/16 12/22 Deidre Jean  

Wright 

1/18 1/23 Phyllis M Wright 

8/18 7/23 John & Margaret 

Russell  

10/18 9/23 Joe & Di Pepin  
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PROJECT VET RELIEF 

Post 115 has been able to help 

many local veterans via Project 

Vet Relief in aiding the veteran 

with financial help paid directly 

to their utility, landlord, medical 

facility, etc. 

A member’s donation to Project 

Vet Relief is greatly appreciated! 

If you have any questions 

regarding Project Vet Relief 

please contact Adjutant Gary 

Owens or VAC member Hank 

Mangels. 

 

AMERICAN LEGION 

RIDERS CHAPTER 115 

 
 

Chapter 115 has been riding 

the 2nd Saturday each month 

going somewhere for lunch as a 

group and proudly representing 

Post 115.  We have grown to 17 

members so far just since our 

October Charter inception! 

Some of us will soon attend the 

Florida American Legion Riders 

2020 Summit in Feb. in Cocoa 

Beach and will be coming home 

rejuvenated and with many ideas 

for growth and support of the 4 

Pillars of The American Legion. 

Remember that ALR Chapter 

115 is here “For the Cause, Not 

the Applause!” 

We look forward to supporting 

Post 115 and raising funds for 

the Post’s many charities! 

We plan to ride as a group to 

the Emory Bennett Chili Cook-

Off in February joining other 

ALR Chapters in support of 

those veterans housed @ The 

Emory Bennet VA Nursing 

Home for this annual event in 

Daytona Beach. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ron Dean, ALR Chapter 115 

Director 

 

AUXILIARY UNIT 115 

Hello to everyone!  I hope you 

are all enjoying a healthy and 

happy New Year.  Our January 

meeting was eventful with 

several ladies back from holiday 

trips and new member Donna 

Gregory joining our Unit.  

Thanks to everyone who attended 

our January meeting. 

Our Unit membership for this 

year is at 81.08%.  We would love 

to see 100%.  If you have not sent 

in your 2020 dues, please help us 

achieve 100% in membership by 

mailing your dues of $30.00 

today.  Mail check in the amount 

of $30.00 payable to American 

Legion Auxiliary Unit 115, P. O. 

Box 351147, Palm Coast, FL 

32135-1147.   

Several members are making 

cookies for the Chapel of the Four 

Chaplains Memorial Service on 

Sunday, February 2, at 2:30PM.  

The service is held at the VFW on 

Old Kings Road North in Palm 

Coast.  

Our Unit Poppy Drive for 

veterans is scheduled Friday, 

May 29th.  We need your help to 

make our drive a success.  Please 

mark it on your calendar and let 

me know you will help.  My 

number is (386) 445-5346. 

We are doing our Bakeless 

Bake Sale mail out this year as 

our Spring fund raising event.  

We need your help folding and 

stuffing envelopes on Thursday, 

February 20th at 1:00pm.  Judy 

Hennenlotter will host the 

“folding and Stuffing” at her 

home on the date and time 

mentioned.  Please let me know if 

you can help by calling (386) 

445-5346 and I will pass on 

Judy’s home address.  Funds 

collected from our Bakeless Bake 

Sale help with our commitment to 

Camp Boggy Creek for children 

with medical issues, Community 

projects and Operation Home 

Front for military families.  Also, 

we will host the July birthday 

party for the VA-PRRC day 

treatment program for veterans. 

NEWS FLASH: A spouse of a 

female Legionnaire is now 

eligible to join the Auxiliary.  We 

look forward to welcoming all 

new members.  Also, under the 

newly enacted Legion Act, all 

service members who served or 

are serving in the United States 

Armed Forces with an in service 

date post-December 7, 1941 to 

current are eligible for the The 

American Legion.  Consequently, 

the spouse is eligible for 

membership in the American 

Legion Auxiliary.  
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Our thoughts and prayers are 

with our members and loved ones 

who are having health issues.  If 

there is anything we can help 

with, please contact Karen at 

(386) 445-5346. 

The Unit’s next General 

Membership meet is scheduled 

for Wednesday, February 5, 2020 

at 12:00 noon at the VFW.  

Business meeting first and then 

enjoy a pay as you go lunch 

afterwards.   

For God and Country 

Karen Smith, Unit 115 President 

 

Thinking about Post 115: 

“There is one only thing in the 

world worse than being talked 

about, and that is NOT being 

talked about”. 

PLEASE SHARE POST 115 

WITH YOUR FAMILY, 

FRIENDS, AND NEIGHBORS. 

 

POST EVERLASTING 

Larry Powell 

Robert “Bulldog” Buys 

Please keep these families in 

your prayers. 

 

Welcome New Members & 

Transfers 

Gerald W Tinsley 

John C Adams 

Joseph A Kolvalyak 

John Caia (PUFL) 

Nicholas T Avis 

Thomas H Edmunds 

Edward L Martin Sr 

Vincent Raffaele 

Carol A Vineyard 

 

BIT OF LEGION HISTORY 

Jan. 27, 1936: Congress 

overrides President Roosevelt’s 

veto of the Adjusted 

Compensation Payment Act – a 

redrafted version of The 

American Legion’s bill that had 

been introduced by U.S. Rep. 

Fred M. Vinson. The House had 

passed the measure 356-59 and 

the Senate approved it 74-16, 

enough support to override an 

expected veto from President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Roosevelt’s Jan. 24 veto is 

quickly overridden. Immediately 

following the law’s enactment, 

American Legion National 

Commander Ray Murphy sends 

by airmail the forms necessary 

for veterans to file for the 

payments and broadcasts to a 

national radio audience the 

procedure for doing so. By April 

25, 1936, approximately 2.9 

million applications for the 

bonds are filed by veterans. 

 

Boys & Girls State 

Post 115 is again sponsoring four 

(4) High School students to 2020 

American Legion Boys’ State 

and Auxiliary Unit 115 is 

planning to send two (2) ladies. 

Our youth is our future and we 

need to be sure to train our future 

leaders in the rich history of The 

United States of America and the 

way that our government 

operates. 

Many thanks to member Joe 

Leahy for his dedication to this 

Program. 

 

 
Boys State Delegates in Tallahassee 

 

 

March on Tallahassee 

Our Judge Advocate Omer Smith 

and Dist. 17 Commander Hank 

Mangels will be in Tallahassee 

Wed. Jan. 29 to meet with our 

State Legislators discussing the 

topics that are important to 

veterans and to The American 

Legion. 

 

 
HELP! S.O.S.! 

Our Auxiliary Unit 115 needs 

help AND members! 

Unit 115 President Karen Smith 

and her team has worked very 

hard for many years in support of 

Post 115 and its mission. 

Auxiliary membership is open to 

spouses of members and 

deceased veterans. 

Annual dues for the Auxiliary 

are $30. 

Please consider helping or 

getting your spouse to join and 

become active. 

 

AMERICAN LEGION 

SHOOTING SPORTS 

 
Post 115 is gathering information 

and planning to begin The 

American Legion Shooting 

Sports Program. A youth rifle 

safety and procedure program 

allowing children to participate 
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in an Olympic skill sport while 

fostering healthy competition.  

This Program is sponsored and 

funded by a grant from the NRA. 

 

WREATHS ACROSS 

AMERICA 

Post 115 is working with the 

Espanola Cemetery Board to 

participate in the Dec. 19, 2020 

event to be held at that site. 

Member Tanya Whitaker is the 

point person for this great event. 

More to come! 

 

Upcoming Meetings  

-Feb. 10, 2020 Team RWB   

Arlow Triplett 

-Mar. 11, 2020 Mike Gaskell – 

Flagler County C.O.P. 

-Apr. 13, 2020 Linda 

Provencher 

Flagler Beach Mayor 

-May 11, 2020 GOLD START 

FAMILY EVENT 

-Jun. 8, 2020 Suzanne 

Johnston 

Flagler County Tax Collector 

Jul. 13, 2020 Matt Morton 

Palm Coast City Manager 

  

Thanks to 2nd VC Thorpe for his 

efforts in obtaining our speakers. 

 

Also check the Palm Coast 

Observer and the Flagler edition 

of the Dayton News-Journal for 

items regarding Post 115 – 

thanks to 2nd VC Thorpe! 

We are also having PSAs (public 

service announcements) on 

WNZF regarding Post 115! 

 

 

 

 

Post 115 Lollipop Drive 

Our big fundraiser, The Post 

Lollipop Drive for 2020, is 

starting in February! Please 

check out the Post website – 

www.flaglerpost115.org where 

you can find a link to the 

schedule and get your name on 

it. 

We are asking you to take only 

2 hours out of a Friday, 

Saturday, or Sunday to just meet, 

greet, and smile. It is amazing 

that just being there in your 

uniform cap holding the jar folks 

drop in change, ones, even 20’s! 

Last year we raised over 

$10,000 with just this event 

alone using the funds to help our 

fellow veterans and the 

community. PLEASE – just 2 

hours of your time is all that is 

asked. Locations are McDonalds, 

Publix, Tractor Supply, Daley’s 

Shell, and Harbor Shell. There’s 

a location close to you so sign 

up. 

Many KUDOS to Joe Leahy in 

setting up these locations! 

ALSO, we need a new 

Fundraising Volunteer to help 

Joe and eventually take over. 

Speak with Joe Leahy regarding 

this Vital Post position! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

DO YOU NEED A RIDE TO 

MEETINGS? 

 

ARE YOU WILLING TO 

OFFER A LIFT TO A 

MEMBER IN NEED? 

 

There’s a motto basically 
saying never leave a comrade 
behind. 

 

We have many members that 

would attend a meeting if they 

could – and feel left behind. Can 

you help by offering a ride? 

We are creating a list of those 

members that need a ride to/from 

meetings as well as those 

members willing offer transport. 

If you are in one of these groups 

please contact Adjutant Gary 

Owens @ 386-585-5302 or 

adjutant@flaglerpost115.org. 

We need as many members as 

possible in various areas of 

Flagler County/ Flagler Beach/ 

and Palm Coast willing to offer 

transport to/from meetings to 

meet the needs of our fellow 

veterans, please consider making 

the effort to help a fellow vet. 

 

 

DISTRICT 17 FAMILY 

BBQ 

 

Join us Sat. March 7th @ Post 6 

in Deland for the Annual 17th 

District BBQ. 

Hank Mangels will have 

tickets available @ the Post 115 

Feb. meeting. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.flaglerpost115.org/
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Legion Krier 

Flagler Post 115, Inc. 

PO Box 1731 

Bunnell, FL 32110 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TELL YOUR STORY 

The American red Cross Wants 

You! 

The American red Cross wants 

to video your military experience 

and feel free to bring along any 

memorabilia. The session runs 

from 30 to 120 minutes in length 

depending on you. Ms. Adrien 

Bolton is the Specialist for 

Service to the Armed Forces in 

the Central Florida Region. A 

team of 2 or 3 people from her 

office will bring registration 

packets and video veterans at 

their appointed time – at their 

home or VFW Post 8696. Upon 

completion the video will be 

forwarded to the Library of 

Congress with a copy to the 

veteran and/or family. 

Contact Tom Piekarski @ 631-

521-5330 or VFW Post 8696 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT 17 

CONSTITUTION 

CONFERENCE 

Plan on attending the 2020 

District 17 Constitutional 

Conference which will be hald 

on Sat. May 9th @ Post 120 

Holly Hill. 

Noon sign-in and 1pm start 

All members are encouraged to 

attend! 

 

AMERICAN LEGION BASIC 

TRAINING 

Earn a diploma and pin after 

taking the on-line American 

Legion Basic Training. 

Look to www.flaglerpost115.org 

for the link to the class. 

http://www.flaglerpost115.org/

